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Assignment:  Persuasive Brochure for Bioengineered Food
Should there be mandatory labeling of genetically altered food?
Objective:    To assess the risk versus benefit of genetically altered food sources using research to create a persuasive brochure that takes a position in favor of or opposed to labeling genetically altered foods.

Background:  The advancements in the field of biotechnology have allowed scientists to alter the genetic code (DNA) for food sources so that the altered genetic code produces new proteins that lead to new characteristics in the plants.  By inserting a gene into a particular plant, the resulting protein may make the plant resistant to insects or resistant to a particular herbicide.  The farmers’ ability to produce larger crops greatly improves when these changes are made.  Other genetic modifications improve the nutritional quality of food.  

Several products you buy at the grocery store including corn, beets, canola and soy are probably genetically modified, but you have no way of knowing unless the manufacturer chooses to label the product.  Opponents to genetically modified food fear that future studies may uncover health risks linked to eating this altered form of DNA.  Others suggest that the use of genetically altered plants may result in the overuse of chemicals to control weeds, and ultimately cause adverse environmental conditions. 

Assignment:  Your task is to design a persuasive pamphlet in support of or in opposition to the mandatory labeling of genetically altered food based on scientific evidence.  Use several sources to support your stance and remember to consider the credibility of your sources when defending your position.  Use the Science Reference Center Resource at the ICONN Database (http://www.iconn.org) available through the HKHS library media website and use the terms genetically modified and foods and labeling for your search.  The goal is to present your findings and persuade others to join your point of view.  Use the rubric provided to guide your work.
Formatting Guidelines:  Your brochure must be on an 8½ by 11 inch paper and the font size cannot be smaller than 10 pt.  Brochure must be made in MS Word and uploaded to turnitin.com. You may make a bi-fold or tri-fold brochure.
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